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[bookmark: _GoBack]World War II had immense impact on the Russian society. The war had impact on the society during and even after the war had ended. The World War II had both negative and positive impact on Russia. World War II nation in a catastrophic state of ruin, especially its western regions. Some of the destructions witnessed in the regions were intentional while others were not. For instance, Stalin ordered his military men to apply the scorched early policy which was meant to deprive the Germans of useable loot as they were moving toward Moscow in 1941 (Kristen, 1943). A similar policy was applied by the Germans two years later as they retreated into the territory. In the event of the application of the scorched earth policy many towns and villages were wiped off with many factories and railway track been destroyed. Since there were left no machinery and livestock to help in farming and harvesting, the regions experienced a devastating famine during the war and also in the years that followed. World War II had both negative and positive effects on the Russian society.
Impact on Economy
The Soviet Union was invaded in June 1941 by the Germans. The war brought about loss of lives and it led to economic disruption. The Western region of the Soviet Union was full of natural resources that could be tapped in order to make the country grow its economic muscles. However, this was yet to be realized. At the time the Germans invaded the region, there had been laid out an initial five-year plan that was geared towards carrying out intensive processes in order to exploit the natural resources. However, with the nation have been invaded by the Germans it was not easy for them to do so (Susan, 1984).  Thus, as a result of the Germans invasion, the natural resources that were in the eastern regions of the Soviet Union remained largely untapped. The years before 1941 there were no real efforts that were been directed in the area to urbanize or develop the transport system in the East of the Soviet Union regions. Therefore, it is clear that the war led to economic issues in the region.
Within the first six months of the German invasion, they had occupied the region that was rich in natural minerals, factories and the workforce of the nation. Prior to the war, the region accounted for over sixty-percent of the total coal, pig iron, and aluminium production. In addition, the region had also accounted for about 40% of the total grain production as well as 60% of total livestock in the country. Within the same region, there were about 32% of the state’s enterprise sector (Susan, 1984). Due to the speed with which the Germans were invading the country, the leaders were left with no choice but to evacuate the region and shift their assets to the Eastern part of the country. This impacted the economic growth of the country negatively as the Eastern side of the country had not been urbanized and lacked infrastructure that could help in moving forward the economic prospects of the businessmen in the area.  
The evacuation as well as conversion to military production led to a decline in the total output of the industrial sector of the country. It took two years before the nation could once again regain its industrial output level that it was experiencing in 1940. In fact, 1942 was believed to be the time when the country got to a turning point of its efforts towards the war. Towards the end of 1942, the Soviet Union had already regained control of the areas that had been occupied by the Germans during the invasion period. In addition, since the country had been keen with investing as well as developing parts of its eastern side, they had increased their industrial output in the area (Harrison, 2000). The increase in the industrial output in the eastern regions of the Soviet Union had increased over twofold its 1940 level of production. The period between 1941 and 1943, the Russian economy was entirely mobilized to produce military-related equipment. This left the evacuation process unfished and there were no enough personnel and equipment to aid the evacuees from the western side of the country (Kristen, 1943). Many of the people who were to be evacuated from the Western region became ill and lost their lives as a result of malnutrition as well as exposure to diseases. 
However, the improvement in the production output across all the sectors were insufficient to meet the deficit that had been brought about by the scorched earth policy. The country’s national income was 20% less that of the prewar time. This is an indication that the country had a long way to go in order to experience the kind of economic prosperity that could help in putting the country back into its course. The improvements in the agricultural sector that followed the German invasion could not meet the prevailing consumption rates of the food materials that it offered the society (Harrison, 2000). 
The economic growth of the nation was hindered or slowed down by the war. The government was not concentrating fully on investing in projects that could make the country’s economic growth continue progressing. The government diverted some significant amount of financial resources to the war.  The government is responsible for taking up the most capital intensive investments such as roads and railways which enable businesses to carry out their usual activities in such a way that leads to economic growth. For instance, the government increased its spending on defense from 33% to 60% in 1942 (Susan, 1984). This increase in financial resource allocation into the defense sector was necessitated by the conversion of plant, purchase as well as conversion of equipment and manpower to war production. 
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From the figure above, it can be seen that Russia did not take much time before gets back on its track towards pursuing economic growth. Russian was focused on how it would mobilize resources that were available together with those that were left on the Western side of the country. It was earlier indicated that there were untapped natural resources that were existing in the eastern part of the country. It is these resources that the country tapped and made them to make their economy to be more prosperous even after the war had come to an end. 
Impact on Industry
The World War II had both short-and long-term impact on its industrial sector. The war affected the industrial sector in terms of the composition of its output, levels of production, and regional emphasis. There were a large number of industrial enterprises that were put out of production although some of them were not completely put out of production. It has been indicated that more than 31,000 large industrial enterprises which represented more than 80% of the number of industrial enterprises that existed during prewar period in the nation (Susan, 1984).  In order to meet the new demand of products between 1941 and 1945, the industrial enterprises composition had to change. Reconstruction priorities were mainly directed towards building of war equipment so that there could be sufficient supply in order to help in securing a win in the war.   
The industrial enterprises were been relocated to the eastern part of the Soviet Union territory. Within the first two years after the German invasion into the area, the new construction in the eastern regions was rapid. The country was determined to erect heavy machinery industrial enterprises. This led to growth of heavy machinery industrial enterprises from 13% in 1940 to about 40% by the end of 1942. Since people were evacuated from the Western side of the nation, they led to a 65% increase in the industrial workforce in Volga and Urals region. “The swift German  … to evacuate citizens from the western borders of the country to regions in the east and south, with the Urals, Western Siberia and Central Asia serving as the country’s three primary receiving areas (Kristen, 1943). The recruitment policy played a role in increasing production in the eastern side of the country. The combination of the impact of these two policies led to expansion in the industrial output in the eastern side of the country – its output increased from 3.94 billion rubles to 9.12 billion between 1940 and 1944.
The increase in the production output that was experienced in the eastern side was almost one-sided. The expansion of the industrial enterprises in the eastern side of the nation were concentrated in the defense sector, and possibly this could be seen to be exaggerating the expansion of the industrial production. During the period of WWII, industrial production that was taking place within the eastern region of the country was concentrated in defense sector (Harrison, 2000). This could have possibly led to the exaggerated growth of the industrial sector or the economic growth in the nation. Although the nation was experiencing expansion in the defense sector, the rest of the other production sectors were left out. 
The country recorded a decline in the production volumes of timber, foodstuffs and construction materials during the period when WWII was taking place. Therefore, it could not be asserted that the war gave the eastern side of Russia a chance to have significant industrial growth since it would be ignoring the inequalities between the different sectors that were operational in the area during the war period. The quality as well as the lifespan of the industries and machineries that were erected in the eastern side was lower. This could be partly attributed to the fact that during this period people were focusing so much on the urgency of the production of the materials that were required during this time (Harrison, 2000). After the war, the Western side of Russia was focused so much on reconstruction efforts that were employing the use of the latest technology while those located in the eastern side were using the old technologies. 
Impact on Population & Labor Force
The World War II had devastating impact to the population as well as the labor force in the region. The census that was organized in 1939, reported about 170.6 million people living within the country and about 20 million people who were living in the territories that the country had acquired. Together, these figures meant that Russia had a total population of about 190.7 million people. Taking a rate of 2.5% annual increase of the country’s population would mean that the country would have a total population of about 240 million by 1959. However, when the country conducted a census in 1959, it indicated that Russia had a population of about 208.8 million people. The difference with regard to the total population of the country was brought about by the adverse effect of the WWII. 
The WWII had a negative impact on the composition of the country’s population. It was due to direct result of the war-associated reasons that the country found itself having more women than men. In 1939, the census that was carried out by the government indicated that there were 7 million more women than men. In 1959, the national census that was carried out indicated that there were 20 million more women than men and most of them were aged over 32 years (Susan, 1984). The war had impact on the distribution of the country’s population. In the past, it was found out that about 13% of the country’s population were residing in the rural areas. In 1939, it was indicated that less than a third of the country’s population were living in the rural areas. However, with the industrialization taking place in the eastern and western side of Russia, the population of the people who were living in the urban areas increased. Consequently, the population of the people who were residing in the rural areas declined as people were moving from the rural areas into the urban areas. The ordinary citizens had to play a part during the war time, especially the women were required to take up an essential role to play in their nation’s defense (Denise, 1943).
Since the invasion of the Germans in the Western side of Russia, there was witnessed evacuation activities. The country had to relocate its population from the war-torn areas to safer places. The population was moved from the western side to the eastern side of the country. For instance, the areas of Volga and Urals as well as Kazakhstan experienced an increase in the population. Since the invasion of the Germans in the Western side of Russia, some 47 million people were moved to the eastern region in 1939. By 1959, the figure indicated went up to 63 million people. 
During the same time, there was a need to mobilize enough labor resources in order to meet the labor needs of the defense sector. The country was shifting much of the production into defense related industrial enterprises. The government was left with no choice but to issue a decree that was supposed to authorize compulsory transfer of technicians, engineers as well as other skilled employees from one industrial enterprise to another. This work was assigned to several regional and provincial committees that were given the authority to transfer certain military personnel and other employees to tasks in industry, agriculture, and construction (Harrison, 2000). As time progressed, the government gave out another decree that was supposed to prevent workers in the war industrial enterprises moving from their jobs during the war period. In addition, the government issued another decree that was geared to forbid workers in the sectors that were at the fore front of the war from moving from their jobs. These group of employees who were not allowed to swap their jobs included those in transport sector as well as other sectors that were thought to be in the front of the war. The people (both men and women) who were aged between 16 and 55 were required to join the war industries in order to increase their production capacity.
Since the country had lost a lot of people in the war front, it was left with no choice but to come up with a plan that could help it continue producing products while at the same time fighting. In order to offset the manpower shortages that had been lost due to increased military services and occupation losses, the government had to adopt some other set of policies that were meant to help in streamlining its operations across all sectors (Harrison, 2000). For instance, the government had to increase the working day hours from 1 to 3. In addition, the government had to suspend vacations and emphasize on the replacement of male with female labor as well as additional training. By December 1941, the government had brought about 1 million housewives and schoolgirls into the production sector. This meant that the proportion of women in the workforce had to increase. For instance, in 1945 the proportion of women in the workforce had increased to about 55% of the total workforce population in the country. 
Effect on Household Consumption
When looking into the money incomes and expenditures of the Russian households between 1940 and 1945 it indicates some impact of World War II on civilian consumption patterns. For instance, it is clear that between these said period there where witnessed changes in salaries, wages and other payments between this period. The level of the indicated payments rose by about 2.3 billion rubles between 1940 and 1945. Due to the decrease in food production in the country, the sale of products from the farms increased by fourfold between 1940 and 1945 due to food shortage. When the farms are not providing enough food materials, people turn out to purchase from the shops. There were also similar increase in pensions and other allowances that are categorized in the household category which rose from 0.73 billion rubles to 2.73 billion rubles between 1940 and 1945 (Susan, 1984). However, although there was an increase in incomes, the share of total consumption of the national income was recorded at a much lower level in 1945 than it was in 1940. 
In addition, the other thing that resulted from the WWII that affected the civilian household consumption was that of war-associated rationing practices that were employed in order to mobilize resources that would be used in the war. In July 1941, there was issued a rationing decree that impacted Moscow and the rest of the provinces that were located around its environs. The rationing decree consisted such products as fish, meat and meat products, flour, sugar, fish and vegetable oil (Lewis, 1947). There were also a number of manufactured products that were affected by the rationing decree such as rayon fabrics, linen and cotton, soap, rubber shoes, leather shoes and ready-made clothes. “Official ration levels occasionally were cut … but otherwise remained stable throughout and immediately following the year (Lewis, 1947).  
Conclusion, World War II had positive and negative impact on the Russian society. When the Germans were advancing towards the western part of the region, they almost crippled the economic progress of the country as the scorched earth policy was utilized. The Russian authority was left with no choice but to evacuate people as well as re-establishing their industries on the eastern side of the country. Many people lost their lives as evacuation process came across some issues that made movements not to progress. Many of the evacuees died in the process. However, the country did not take long before it retrieved its course towards economic progress as well as attaining of peace. The authority in Russia had to impose some sanction of some products such as those which were required in large numbers at the war front. Some of these products included food materials as well as other essential supplies such as cotton fabrics, leather shoes and rubber shoes among others which were required in large quantities by the Russians who were fighting at the warfront.  
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Chart 1. Soviet GDP per head, 1913 and 1928, and per worker, 1928 to 1973,

showing six key dates: percent of 1950 on a logarithmic scale.
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